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Introduction 
 
So why start your own record label? Well firstly you will be able to release your 
music directly to spotify (i tunes, Tiktok and 100s of other digital stores) , when you 
want and not have to wait to fit into a labels schedule. You will keep ALL the 
royalties (for your songs) AND can help your friends by giving them a platform to 
release their music too! 

Starting a record label can seem like such a scary thing, where do you even start? 
Well i've broken it down for you into 5 easy steps for you! 
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I've also included a checklist that you can print off and keep in your studio, stick on 
your fridge or put some where you can see it and cross off each step once you 
complete it! (its the last page of this pdf…) but here are the steps to get you familiar 
with the process before you start.  

 

1. The music 
2. The name 

3. The artwork 
4. The Submission 

5. The upload 
 

So lets get into it! 

 

Also this guide outlines the basic process, if you want me to help you 1 on 1 with this 
or any other music related goal you want to achieve head over to 
www.uberjakd.com/mentor and book in a session with me!  

 

 

 

Welcome to my 5 step guide to starting your own record label, each step is 
broken down into sections and you must complete one before progressing to the 

next... 
GOOD LUCK! 

 
 

http://www.uberjakd.com/mentor
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STEP 1 - the music 
1 - - - X 
The First thing that you must do is have music ready to release, I recommend at 
least two songs that are finished and mastered and ready to release. These may be 
your songs, or friends but these will be used to submit to distributors (these are the 
guys that send your music to spotify, itunes etc.)  

If you are not confident in your ability to master music i highly recommend getting 
your music professionally mastered, this can range anywhere from $10 to a couple 
thousand. However remember the saying “You get what you pay for” so don't cut 
corners here… you want to make your music sound as good as possible! If you are 
looking to get your music mastered you can head to www.uberjakd.com/mastering 
and submit your track there to get a quote. 
 
 

Checklist 
 
❏ 2 finished mastered songs (.wav) 

 

STEP 2 - the name 
1 2 - - X 
So You need a name right? This one is up to you but there are a few things to keep in 
mind.  

1. Does another record label already have this name? 
2. Are the social tags available on platforms you want to promote on? (facebook, 

Tiktok, Instagram etc.) tip. Keep the tags exactly the same on all platforms eg. if you are 

@bigcityrecordsofficial on instagram use the exact same tag on ALL other platforms, it will help 
people find you! 

3. Is the domain available? I recommend using google domains, run a quick 
search there to see if the one you want is for sale.  

 

http://www.uberjakd.com/mastering
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4. Finally if you want to keep things clean for the tax man i recommend setting 
up and registering your business, this will be a different process for each 
country but google will be your friend here! (this step is optional but i highly 

recommend doing it if you expect that one day this will be an income stream for you.) 

 

Checklist 
 
❏ Pick your unique name and give it the google test 
❏ Set up social platforms you wish to use 
❏ Locked in the domain (optional) 
❏ Set up your business (optional) 

 

STEP 3 - artwork 
1 2 3 - X 
Now that you have your music and the name is registered on all platforms, its time 
to source some artwork to make your label look the part.  

This is mostly up to you but artwork must be submitted as a 3000x3000 .jpg so keep 
that in mind. 

If you haven't got a design background or photoshop skills, use someone who has, if 
you don't personally know anyone, head over to https://www.fiverr.com/ and find a 
freelancer! 
 
Oh yeah and your going to need a logo, don't overthink this, simple usually works 
best. 
 

Checklist 
 
❏ 3000x3000 .jpg artwork for both releases 
❏ logo 

 
 
 

 

https://www.fiverr.com/
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STEP 4 - submission 
1 2 3 4 X 
So you have your songs, you have your social media accounts and you have your 
artwork sorted. Now its time to submit to a music distributor. These guys are the 
middle men between you and the online stores such as beatport or streaming 
platforms like spotify and i-tunes.  
 
Depending on the genre you want to release will mean which one might be best 
suited for your needs. But i am going to assume that you make electronic music so ill 
list a couple below with their pros and cons. 
 

 

https://symphonicdistribution.com 

I have used symphonic for my label jakd recordings and recommend them highly. 
They have great customer support, no monthly fees and take a fair cut of the 
royalties. 
 
Pros  

● Great customer support 
● Access to beatport  
● Stem & sample pack distribution 
● Fair royalty cut 

Cons 

● No promo service 
● If based out of America funds must be paid though Paypal 

 

 

https://symphonicdistribution.com/
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https://www.landr.com/en/digital-distribution 

Pros  

● Services a wide variety of genres 
● Over 250 music platforms 
● Keep 100% of royalties 

Cons 

● Subscription Service 

 

https://label-engine.com 

Pros  

● The whole package - promo/accounting/distribution 
● Access to beatport 

Cons 

● Subscription Service 

That is some of the major ones but i highly recommend doing a little home work to 
make sure the one you pick is the right fit for you and your needs as a label owner. 

Checklist 
 
❏ Submit to distributor  

 

https://www.landr.com/en/digital-distribution
https://label-engine.com/
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STEP 5 - uploading your music 
1 2 3 4 5 
The final step, uploading your music! this might seem scary at first but once you 
learn the basics and get your head around it will be easy for you. 

 I am going to use the submission form from Symphonic as they are the distributor I 
use, but all the information is the same so you should be able to follow along if you 
decided to go with someone else.  

 

 

 
 

So the first thing that you will be asked is if you have a UPC (Universal product 
code) this is essentially a barcode which will be used throughout different stores to 
identify it as your music product. This is your first release so say “I need UPC” to 
continue.  
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The first page will cover the release details, ill cover each one in detail below.   
 
Release name : the name of the release (Eg. Doomsday EP) 
English Translation : an english translation of the release name 
Catlog # : this is a code that will be used by the stores to categorise your releases 
for example , mine is JAKD001 , JAKD003 etc. (note : this must be unique) 
UPC : explained earlier 
Compilation : click read more if unsure what a compilation is. 
# of tracks : how many tracks on this release? If its a single pick 1 
Various artists : only relevant for compilations 
Artist name : be extra careful to make sure the caps, spaces and spelling is 
EXACTLY as it is on spotify or other platforms you are uploading to. 
Label name : if you run more than one label you must pick one.  
Primary Genre : what genre is this song? 
Secondary Genre : these two are important, make sure you pick one that suits 
your song best to make sure people who are searching for this style can find it 
easily.  
Language : most likely english, if not pick one. 
Pricing Tier : you can discount the release, i don't recommend doing this.  
CLine & PLine : basically who owns the copyright and the publishing for the song, 
this should be you. 
Release Biography : some platforms will show this (optional) 
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This is the page specific to the song, ill cover a couple points that might be 
confusing 
Mix version : is it a remix? Instrumental? Accapella? 
ISRC Code : generate one, this can be used elsewhere (such as soundcloud to 
identify this as the same song) 
DJ mix : if you are releasing a full length DJ mix check this box. (mixtape) 
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Now the final Step is to Select the partners that will host your song! 
 
Unless you want to risk the song having staggered release dates follow their 
recommendation, also note that if you aim to get it added to playlists  a lead time 
of 4-5 weeks is needed to ensure it will be listed to and added before the release 
day of the song.  
 
Also the pre order date, this is when people will be able to pre save on spotify so 
they get it as soon as it comes out, make the most of this while promoting the 
song on your channels! 

 

 

Congrats!! Your now officially the owner of your own record label 
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HOW TO START A 
RECORD LABEL 
How to guide by uberjakd checklist 

 

Step 1 - finish 2 songs 
Step 2 - pick a name, setup socials & website  
Step 3 - get your artwork 
Step 4 - pick and submit to a distro 
 

Final step!!! - upload your music 
 

I’M DONE! 

 


